To date, only one lytic phage, named Mono1, has been 22 isolated and partly characterized from this viral population 23 (Table 1) . Surprisingly, this virus strain infects a bacterial 24 host, which is closely related to Idiomarina baltica 25 
Antarctica. 16
In Artic sea ice, viral abundance was recorded to be very 17 high as showed by direct counts (9.10 6 ml -1 to 3.10 8 ml -1 ). 18
This value, which was 10-to 100-fold greater than the 19 concentration of viruses in the underlying sea water (1.1. One of these deep-sea hyperthermophilic viruses was 10 successfully purified and was further characterized (Table 1) 
